Lisa Riggle

MU260

Critique

What/Where/Who: The concert I attended on 15 September 2004 was a recital featuring Ronda Benson Ford on flute and Emily Smith on flute, alto flute, and bass flute.  It took place in the Graham Tyler Memorial Chapel on the Park University campus at 11:00am.  The chapel has a wonderful acoustic setting, and really allows the music to travel all over the hall.  
Audience:  The audience for this performance consisted of a great deal of elderly people, as well as students.  There was a smattering of middle-aged people, but as the concert was in the middle of the day, most people were probably at work.

What was Played:  There were five pieces played at this concert: Concerto in D Major, Op. 10, No. 3, “Il Cardellino”, by Antonio Vivaldi and arranged by Chris Potter; Four Pooh Stories for Solo Flute by Maria Grenfell; Variations on a Swedish Folktune for Flute and Alto Flute by Ingolf Dahl; Eight Pieces for Flute Alone by Paul Hindemith; and Four Selections from Peter ad the Wolf by Sergi Prokofiev and arranged by Chris Potter.
Personal Reactions:  
Vivaldi:  Very good!  Nice back and forth!  It definitely gives the effect of birds.  It sounds very happy and spirited.
Grenfell: M1 - Very cute!  When Emily speaks to the audience, she does look up from her music!  Occasionally I lost the feel of the beat, but that is common for solo pieces, and it didn’t last long (Not like I have any room to talk about losing temp!) M2 – Gives the feeling of a still morning, with the occasional bird chirping.  It contrasts well with Tigger’s music.  M3 – Very good at giving the perception of communication between Pooh and Piglet, with different styles on the different themes and a slight pause in between them.  It successfully conveys the excitement the two feel at almost catching the Woozle.  M4 – Again, it gives very noticeable differences in styles between the communicating characters.

Dahl:  M1 – The alto flute, in high registers, gives a slightly cottony feeling, like when music is played through speakers with too much bass, but it sounds quite beautiful in the lower registers, even though it’s sometimes hard to hear.  The instrument gives off a slightly unstable feeling when alone, but gives a good ground that a regular solo flute cannot achieve. M2 – It gives the feeling of springtime.  It’s a very relaxed movement.  M3 – This is a very happy movement.  M4 – Majestic feeling in the piece.  It feels like someone is mourning when it was written.  It reminded me of how someone feels when they’re watching a funeral procession, like JFK’s or Princess Diana’s.  M5 – This movement gives the feeling of the daily toil. M6 – This movement starts off happily, like a sunny day, and conveys the peace felt by a nice, cool, sunny summer day.  The sky is full of birds and you’re just sitting around relaxing with your friends.  Imagine someone walking down the street with a large smile on their face, and saying “hi” to those that walk past.  The temp feels like their footsteps.  The piece ends slowly, like the person is crawling into bed at the end of the day: Tired, but happy.
Hindemith: This whole piece also reminds me of the daily toil that we mortals go though.  M1 – I’m Snuggling with my teddy before my alarm goes off.  M2 – The alarm goes off!  And I don’t want to get out of bed!  But, thank goodness for coffee.  M3 – I’m driving through rush hour.  The traffic flows slow, then fast, then slow, then fast etc.  Finally I get to work.  M4 – I start working and get into a nice little groove.  Things go well.  M5 – Lunch!  Break time!  M6 – Back to work!  M7 – Finally!  Time to go home!  Yet again, rush hour with it’s fast and slow paces.  M8 – Relaxation time!  I’m home, I can kick my shoes off, and just let the stress drain from my body.
Prokofiev: M1 – This movement feels like how a king might feel.  It’s arrogant, despite it’s slow tempo.  Kind of like how Puss in Boots from Shrek 2 acts: Confident and Catty.  M2 – Feels like a duck who is content to sit on the water all day.  Just lazily paddling around.  M3 – This is the wolf.  He is scheming, predatory, and hunting.  M4 – Peter!  This is a very happy movement.  The trickery of the other animals is evident, through the emerging themes in this movement.

 Summary:  I liked all of these pieces.  They had some very interesting aural qualities, and I enjoyed listening to them.  I generally like to listen to Ronda perform, as she’s quite good.  I give this concert an 8 out of 10.
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What/Where/Who: The concert I attended on 8 October 2004 was the opera Tosca.  The opera was performed by a top Russian Opera company: The Stanislavski Opera Group.  The pit orchestra is the first thing that I noticed, being an instrumentalist, and they were warming up when I took my seat.  The Opera was performed at the Carlson Center on the Johnson County Community College campus.  The acoustical clarity of the hall was created with the wide area and the very tall ceilings.  The angles of the wall additions and the ceiling tiles are such that the reverberations are well timed and aurally pleasing. I went to this performance with my classmate Jeff Swoyer, as well as 3 friends of mine: Kent and Charity Seaton, and Joel Kershner.  

Audience:  The audience was a very diverse mix of elderly to quite young.  I think there were even some high school students in the audience!  It was refreshing to see under aged people in the audience, even if their parents did drag them along.
What was Played:  Tosca!  The opera!  It was incredible!  I was reading the lines half the time, but even when I wasn’t I knew exactly what was going on!  It’s a very emotional opera, and I even felt myself tearing up a bit at the end.  It’s kind of reminiscent of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, in that there’s the whole premise that they’re going to fake the lead male’s death, but he dies…and then she kills herself.  But it is also very emotionally charged with jealousy.  Such a powerful emotion!  It makes for good dramatic performances, though.  The costumes were incredible!  They looked so fine and regal!  I really really enjoyed this performance.
Personal Reactions:  The stark introduction was beautiful, performed by a bass, and the pit brass.  The lead male, a baritone, has an incredible voice that is perfect for love songs.  The passion between the lead and Tosca is incredible.  The two actors were well matched for their chemistry and their voices.  I could listen to them sing to each other all day.  The music for the “Te Deum Cantata” scene was just amazing.  I was actually more interested in that music than what was actually going on in the story line.  I was starting to get a little antsy during the third act, though, as I was getting quite tired.  I did notice that the orchestra tended to overpower the singers, especially when it was Tosca singing by herself.  The other critical thing I have is that the violins didn’t seem like they were quite in tune, and could hurt the ears of someone who knows how to listen for that.  Overall, I really liked the performance though.

Summary:  This performance gets a 9.  I love opera.  It’s definitely a great follow up as my sophomore opera attendance (my first being The Abduction from the Seraglio by W.A. Mozart).  I’m definitely hooked on opera, and really really enjoy it.  It’s such a feast for the eyes and ears!
